
WESTERN CANADA FUNDRAISING CONFERENCE LEADERLAB: 

Tammy Zonker, Major Gift Expert & Keynote Speaker



▪ Understand the importance of matching gifts. 

▪ Gain insights into the psychology of match gifts.

▪ Identify the most likely sources of match gifts. 

▪ Equipped to secure match gifts, including asking language. 

▪ How to announce match gifts for maximum impact. 
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Learning Outcomes: 

THE MATCH GIFT MULTIPLIER: HOW TO MAXIMIZE 

YEAR-END DONATIONS



▪  Create excitement and urgency

▪  Increases donor retention

▪  Increases overall giving by an average of 19%

▪  Research shows that 84% of donors are more likely to donate if a match is offered

THE MATCH GIFT MULTIPLIER: HOW TO MAXIMIZE 

YEAR-END DONATIONS

Understand the importance of matching gifts.



▪  Increased perceived impact

▪  Social proof and reciprocity

▪  Emotional connection

▪  Evidence-based practice

THE MATCH GIFT MULTIPLIER: HOW TO MAXIMIZE 

YEAR-END DONATIONS

Gain insights into the psychology of match gifts.



▪  Individual major donors

▪  Corporate partners

▪  Foundations

▪  Board members

▪  Crowdsourced match funds

THE MATCH GIFT MULTIPLIER: HOW TO MAXIMIZE 

YEAR-END DONATIONS

Identify the most likely sources of match gifts. 



▪  Define match parameters (ratio, time frame, maximum) 

▪  Create compelling messaging

▪  Set-up tracking systems 

▪  Plan a multichannel promotion strategy

▪  Express gratitude and impact before, during, and after the campaign

THE MATCH GIFT MULTIPLIER: HOW TO MAXIMIZE 

YEAR-END DONATIONS

Be equipped to secure match gifts, including an asking language. 



As we plan our year-end giving campaign, we want to inspire our community to give as generously as 

possible. I know you care deeply about our children and families. 

They’re feeling isolated and struggling with their mental health. Inflation is putting even more pressure on 

families to make ends meet. As you know, our after-school programs depend exclusively on community 

support. One of the best ways to inspire giving is by announcing a matching gift. Letting potential 

supporters know their gifts will be matched dollar for dollar or more up to a certain amount. That’s why I 

wanted to visit with you today. 

Would you consider a gift of $50,000 to match year-end gifts from the community?

Example Match Gift Asking Language









DON’T ASK DONORS FOR THEIR MONEY. 
ASK FOR THEIR HEART AND SPIRIT.

– JEROLD PANAS 

“
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